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'..-‘iRT-,.- theif stands today in a Fed- a ' ter startihR smoking Ches- -J£fe 
■ 7 ? ::U&i£teVeial Court suit which may terflolds In 1®24 and occasion-, ,?K 

Cancer Case * tl ? tio \° l »■ s 

VaUMWCl ,VU5C ^.>^t'uiV-S?, rW » c, * 4 “‘ 8moker * °“ .terfield*. He also aald he 

^ W&.000 ^'byT 

i,?F^ *((Solprt]on of a juiy began in Federal Court today for what Bjookline man against Liggett Reed told'the jurors they • *]• 
turn out to be a national test case involving a cancer _v,-® M V ors Tobacco Co. r and the would have to be convinced [*}: 

~ n,, ~ f,ftn a > , « ,, “ '*■* ' " that Chesterfields alone caused v&V 

Pritchard’s lung cancer in 
order to return a verdict ( 
against Liggett & Meyers. ■ 


tm 




& Myers will be attorneys Earl 
Reed and Kenneth Jackson, of 


ulf the case goes to trial on Monday, as expected. It will 
the first of its kind ever* “ : , ■ “ _.. . 

A similar suit on the: are attorneys James P. Mc- 
West Coast last year was dis-lArdle and James McLaughlin. 

*>J*’The claim for damages 
from 01,0 I,riU han, » 

Brookline carpenter, who 
.began his legal right in 19S4, 

• * yrar aff ^ r ° ,,e of hi * lun lf a 

■wn^ff^v^ wms removed in m cancer 
ration. . ■ 

'^^^^^Mr'Prikbartl.’ 61, brought 
a** 1 ”* 1 ,he Liggett & 

'Myers Tobacco Co. with the 
charge that his cancer was 
causod by his Jong use of Ches- 
ter field cigarets. - 

y-‘53»^^f .-‘-’He said he smoked Chester- 
fields regularly for 23 years. 

• The delay in bringing the 
' suit to triali was reportedly 
, caused by the vast amount 

of research and preparation 
:••*: by lawyers Involved In the 
‘•‘‘Srlk": • " case. - ■ ‘ • 

■'&%** >, . ‘ ' •' ' •’ 

Representing Mr. Pritchard 


cancer 

i.-T^.qucstion at issue is: •? 

"Did smoking Chesterfield 
cigarets cause lung cancer in 
,the plain tiff?'* 

7-The suit was brought by 
Otto Pritchard, GO. of 1833 
Pioneer Ave., Brookline, car- 


Evcn a decision that Ches¬ 
terfields were a contributing 

:W«- make, 

T want to caution you about' 


Pittsburgh, and Fred Haas, of ^ v HE SAID HE SMOKED A _ 1 wa ”t to caution you about M 
New York City. . carton of Chesterfields a week the crusaders. These are hon- 

__ a — «- * for 29 years until in est crusaders, but thev are 


for 29 years until stricken in est crusaders, but they are 

_ _ _ 1953. o nv i n c e d lung cancer 

counts: ^ TI »e morning before under- caused by cigaret smoking.* 

_Mo 0 ii«rinn. !n biii^'removal of part of a They write a great many 
lung was the last time Pritdh- ^.ore articles and say more 
f ard smoked. y W>. ; than the body of the medical 

ful diseas*. ftrwv^s^.jn tw0 hours and 15 minutes. „ «« SUIT ACCUSES the 
Asked why, he replied: ^ v- firm of negligence in these 

:* *‘I didn’t Ihir.k I was going respects: 

to smoke any more.' 1 ..v .- # Design and manufacture vW 

^-Pritchard’s attorney, J. P. of Chesterfield cigarets. 

McArdle told the jury of seven * Failure to warn . ; /of 'in- 'M 


The cigaret firm is spe¬ 
cifically charged on three 


—Negligence In failing to 
know that the use of its 
cigareis over a long period 
of time could cause a harm* 


—Misleading and false adver¬ 
tising in making smokers 
believe lhat Sts cigaret* 
were not harmful. ... . 

—Negligent design of the 
cigarets. ,•■ . srr/ 

The trial, which is expected 
to run at ltast three weeks, 
will involve numerous experts 
in tobacco research and medi¬ 
cine. It will be heard by Fed¬ 
eral Judge John Miller. 
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® nd ^ vc J" 0111 , herent danger which the de- 

This is not a frivolous case fendant knew or should have 
nor an experiment in law If known existed in its product 
. it were, we would not be able * , 

to get some of the distin- . 9 Making false and mislead- 
guished witnesses we have \? s re pr^«ntations to the pub- 
/been successful in calling." lie with respect to the safety t ‘-j 
- - ' and contents of the product, 

ATTORNEY * EARL REED, The question of cigarets *nd j ^ 
representing Liggett & Myers, cancer has been argued for 
said: ... - - years, but this could be the 

.... mV . , ; **We are going to show you first time it's answered in * 17 * 

f ^something of Mr. Pritchard’s court. ; 

TELEGRAPH history. We are going to show Previous similar cases ended ft?, 
he worked in occupations i n mistrials in Miami and New 
which are recognized to have Orleans, and a West Coast 
extremely high Incidence of plaintiff faded to bring a suit: 

' lung cancers. . . ■ to trial. - r ‘- 


Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/ftbmOOOO 
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